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Fighting Health Disparities Beyond the 4 Walls 
She staged a World AIDS Day commemoration with films and guest speaker.  She cu-
rated the 35th Annual Black Doll Show, subtitled “Trench Art Retrospective: The War 
against HIV-Women of the African Diaspora in the Trenches. (The dolls are designed to 
help children orphaned from AIDS.)  She advocated for the film “Wilhemina’s War” 
about the large numbers of African American women living with AIDS in the South,  so 
that it was accepted into the Pan African Film Festival.  And she orchestrated a toy give 
away with Lincoln-Drew Elementary. All in the month of December 2015, a project of 
her Farmer’s Markets she runs weekly at Wellington Square.  
 
Who is she?  Commonly called Dr. Cynthia Davis, because she has earned her doctor-
ate in the streets of L.A.,  Assistant Professor  Cynthia Davis teaches in the College of 
Medicine and the College of Science and Health at CDU.  (She has received an honor-
ary doctorate  from CDU.) Whether she is finding creative ways to educate the com-
munity about HIV/AIDS or nurturing urban farmers to sprout Farmer’s Markets all over 
South L.A. (known as a food desert) Professor Davis stays busy.    
 
In her calm voice, she asks for what she needs which prompted  Farmers Market ven-
dors, colleagues such as Dr. Thomas Magee and others to contribute. The AIDS Health 
Foundation (AHF) funded the Doll exhibit.  
 
Professor Davis is planning more doll making workshops, a screening of Wilhemina’s 

War and closing ceremonies, so check 
with the William Grant Still Art Cen-
ter’s Facebook Page for the latest: 
http://bit.ly/BlackDollShow 
 
In the meantime, here are photos and 
articles: 
 Read the Sentinel Article 
 Black Doll Exhibit Photos 
 CDU World AIDS Day Photos 
 Photos from the Toy Giveaway 
 at Lincoln-Drew Elementary. 
                                                                                          

“Even me”: Prof. Davis showed a film 
about senior citizens living with HIV. 

World AIDS Day speaker, CDU’s Dr. 
Wilbert Jordan, founder of the Oasis 
Clinic 

Albert Washington and Maria Quin-
tana have worked on the mobile 
testing unit for  over 15 years with 
Prof. Davis. 

At the Opening of the Black Doll 
Show, Cynthia Davis, Curator, with 
Sylvia Drew-Ivie and Dr. Carole Jor-
dan-Harris 

In addition to teaching, she runs the 
CDU Farmer’s Market each Sunday! 

http://bit.ly/BlackDollShow
http://lasentinel.net/35th-annual-black-doll-show-shines-light-on-the-war-against-hivaids.html
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/35th-Black-Doll-Show-CDU
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Public-Toy-Giveaway/i-hVPpmrn/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/Public-Toy-Giveaway/i-hVPpmrn/A
https://cdrewu.smugmug.com/35th-Black-Doll-Show-CDU
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