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Peregrina L. Arciaga, MD 

Anesthesiologist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peregrina L. Arciaga, Associate Professor III, Career Academic 

Series, Department of Anesthesiology UCLA. Dr. Arciaga 

received her MD degree in 1984 at Santo Tomas University, 

Philippines. Dr. Arciaga completed her Anesthesiology Residency 

Training here at Charles Drew University/Martin Luther King 

Hospital in 2002. She became Board Certified in 2004. She holds 

professional memberships in the American Society of 

Anesthesiologist, California Society of Anesthesiologist, Society 

for Education in Anesthesia and Society for Simulation in 

Healthcare. Dr. Arciaga has been affiliated with the Department of 

Anesthesiology in King Drew Medical Center, Martin Luther 

King Ambulatory Surgical Center, Martin Luther King 

Community Hospital, and Kaiser Permanente Hospital Harbor 

City for 15 years and currently serves as Director of Simulation 

Center, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science.



Eraka Bath, MD 

Psychiatry 

 

 
 

 

 
Eraka Bath, M.D., is an Associate Professor in the Division of 

Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and the Vice Chair for Justice, 

Equity, Diversity and Inclusion at the UCLA Neuropsychiatric 

Institute in the David Geffen School of Medicine. Dr. Bath has a 

long-standing interest in health care disparities, minority and 

community mental health, with particular interest in the 

underserved populations of foster care and juvenile justice 

involved youth. Dr. Bath specializes in diagnostic assessment and 

forensic consultation with adolescents, with an emphasis on high-

risk youth, including those with histories of trauma, child welfare 

and juvenile justice involvement. Dr. Bath’s portfolio of research 

has included funding from the National Institutes of Health, 

National Institutes of Drug Abuse, PCORI, and LA County Dept. 

of Probation. Research activities include family-based 

interventions for judicially involved youth and adapting emerging 

technologies to increase engagement in court-referred mental 

health and substance use treatment for youth impacted by 

commercial sexual exploitation. 

  



Carmen Mendez, MD 

Internal Medicine 
 

 

 

 
 

Dr. Carmen Mendez is the Program Director for the Harbor-UCLA 

Internal Medicine Residency Program. She is the Director of 

Primary Care at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center. In addition, Dr. 

Mendez is Associate Professor of Medicine for David Geffen 

School of Medicine at UCLA. She completed her residency at 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center and graduated from the UC Davis 

Medical Education Program. 

  



Shahrzad Bazargan-Hejazi, PhD 

Medical Sociology 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shahrzad Bazargan-Hejazi PhD is the Professor of Medical 

Sociology in the Department of Psychiatry, the Research Director 

in the Psychiatry Residency Training, and has been the Chair of 

Medical Student Research Thesis Program, in the College of 

Medicine at CDU since 2006. She is also an Adjunct Professor in 

the Department of Psychiatry at the David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA. She is a member of the Global Burden of 

Disease collaborator network, participating in the production, 

analysis, improvement, and presentation of the Global Burden of 

Disease. Dr. Bazargan has led and collaborated in several 

emergency-department and community- based studies related to the 

social aspects of disease and illness as they relate to misuse of 

alcohol, mental disorders, injury, and violence. In addition, she is 

interested in investigating the intersection of mindfulness, 

emotional literacy, and social capital, and the ways in which these 

practices and concepts build resiliency and promote well- being. Dr. 

Bazargan is a prolific writer and is on the editorial board of several 

journals, including Medicine; BioMed Research International; and 

Journal of Injury and Violence Research. 

  



Yelba M. Castellon-Lopez, MD 

Family Medicine 

 

 

 

Dr. Yelba Castellon-Lopez attended the David Geffen School of 

Medicine at UCLA for her medical degree where she was part of the 

Charles R. Drew-UCLA Medical Education Program. Dr. Castellon-

Lopez completed her post-doctoral clinical training in Family 

Medicine at the UCLA Family Medicine Residency Program. 

Throughout her career, Dr. Castellon-Lopez career interests have 

include addressing health disparities and improving the health of 

vulnerable communities in South Los Angeles. Dr. Castellon-Lopez 

joined the faculty in 2017 after completing a post-doctoral research 

fellowship in the Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholars Program at 

UCLA. During her time as a clinical scholar, Dr. Castellon-Lopez 

obtained a Master’s of Science in Health Policy and Management 

from the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Daniel Cho, MD MPH 

Psychiatry  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Cho, MD, MPH is an inpatient psychiatrist working in the 

SPA 6 region of LA. Double board-certified in Internal Medicine 

and Psychiatry, he has a strong interest in the interaction and 

overlap between psychiatric and traditional “medical” illnesses. 

Other interests include academic medicine, trainee wellness, and 

healthcare systems improvement. However, his passion has always 

been in advocacy for underserved and minority populations. He is 

a member of the Gold Humanism Honor Society elected in 2014 

and was the recipient of a prestigious APA/APAF Leadership 

Fellowship. During his fellowship, he served as the Chair of 

Leadership Development and Council Experience his first year, 

and in his second, he was elected as the Chair/President of the 

Fellowship. He has served on the APA’s Council on Advocacy and 

Government Relations (2018-2020), the APA Board of Trustees 

(2019-2020), and most recently on the President’s Ad Hoc Work 

Group on Bed Capacity (2020-2021). He continues to work in 

academia as the Clerkship Director for Psychiatry and the 

Associate Program Director of the Psychiatry Residency at 

CDU.  Clinically, he primarily serves as a psychiatrist for the Acute 

Adult Inpatient Unit at Kedren Community Health Center and is 

also the Chief of Staff there.   

 



Sarah Gustafson, MD  

Pediatrician  

 

 

 

 
Sarah Gustafson is a pediatric hospitalist in the Department of 

Pediatrics at Harbor-UCLA and is an Assistant Clinical Professor 

at David Geffen School of Medicine (DGSOM) at UCLA and at 

Charles Drew University College of Medicine and Science. She has 

completed the two-year medical education fellowship at UCLA and 

is currently in an AAP national program for clinical teaching, 

Advancing Pediatric Educator Excellence. She has participated in 

the curriculum design at DGSOM and is one of the faculty in the 

new curriculum for first-year medical students. She is devoted to 

teaching residents at Harbor-UCLA in the inpatient wards and 

nursery and serves as a mentor and advisor. She is a preceptor to 

second- and third-year students, leads the inpatient fourth year 

clerkship at Harbor-UCLA Pediatrics, is a pediatric simulation 

instructor for all years of medical students, is a neonatal 

resuscitation program instructor, and serves as a longitudinal 

mentor in the Global Health Pathway at UCLA. She co-founded 

and co-directs the Harbor-UCLA Pediatrics Diversity, Equity, and 

Inclusion Committee and also is a representative on the 

institutional committee. She is actively involved in the Association 

of Pediatric Program Directors, particularly in curriculum 

development and in anti-racism efforts. She also serves in the 

Language Services Department at Harbor-UCLA and at the 

Department of Health Services.  

  

 



Jennifer L Hsiao, MD 

Dermatology  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Jennifer Hsiao is an Associate Clinical Professor of 

Dermatology at the University of Southern California (USC), 

where she directs the Hidradenitis Suppurativa Specialty Clinic. 

She is dedicated to improving the medical care and quality of life 

for patients with this challenging disease through direct patient 

interaction as well as research. 

  

 



Kristofer J. Jones, MD 

Orthopedic Surgery 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Kristofer J. Jones is a board certified, fellowship trained orthopaedic 

surgeon who specializes in sports-related musculoskeletal injuries of the 

knee, shoulder and elbow. He obtained his undergraduate degree from the 

University of Chicago, where he was a four-year letter winner and All-

Conference tailback for the varsity football team. He received his medical 

degree from the University of Pennsylvania and completed his 

orthopaedic residency training at the prestigious Hospital for Special 

Surgery (HSS) in New York City. He subsequently completed a traveling 

fellowship and acquired further expertise in shoulder and cartilage 

surgery at specialized centers across Europe, including Lyon & Paris, 

France. Dr. Jones returned to HSS to complete another fellowship in 

Sports Medicine and Shoulder Surgery. During this time, he served as 

assistant team physician for the Brooklyn Nets (NBA), New York Red 

Bulls (MLS), and Iona College Athletics as well as an orthopaedic 

consultant to the United States Tennis Association (USTA) and US Open 

Tennis Tournament. Dr. Jones is a Fellow of the American Academy of 

Orthopedic Surgeons (AAOS), a diplomat of the American Board of 

Orthopaedic Surgery and has been recognized as an "Emerging Leader" 

within the field of orthopaedic surgery/sports medicine by the American 

Orthopaedic Association (AOA).  He is currently the Head Team 

Physician and Director of Orthopaedic Surgery for the Los Angeles 

Lakers (NBA) and a Team Physician for the UCLA Bruins athletic teams.  

 



Gerardo Moreno MD 

Family Medicine 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Gerardo Moreno is an Associate Professor in Family Medicine 

and the Director of UCLA PRIME-LA (Program in Medical 

Education). He received his medical degree from the University of 

California, Los Angeles, and completed his clinical residency 

training in Family Medicine at the University of California, San 

Francisco. He received a Master of Science in Health Services from 

UCLA School of Public Health, and completed a post-doctoral 

research fellowship in the Robert Wood Johnson (RWJ) 

Foundation Clinical Scholars Program at UCLA. Dr. Moreno is an 

educator and clinician investigator with formal training and 

expertise in community-based participatory research (CBPR) and 

health services outcomes research. Dr. Moreno is an associate 

editor of the Annals of Family Medicine and serves on the Board 

of Directors for the American Board of Family Medicine (ABFM). 

He has published studies that have increased our understanding of 

health disparities and the social determinants of health among 

Latinos, and currently is PI for a grant to evaluate healthcare 

services for undocumented persons in 13 California counties. 

  



Masaru Negi, MD 

Obstetrics & Gynecology 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Masaru Negi joined the Division of Maternal Fetal Medicine at 

Olive View-UCLA Medical Center in 2019.  He is a graduate of 

Renaissance School of Medicine at Stony Brook University.  He 

then completed his residency in Obstetrics and Gynecology and 

fellowship in Maternal-Fetal Medicine at Yale-New Haven 

Hospital.  He now provides care for high-risk obstetrics patients at 

both Olive View-UCLA Medical Center and High Desert Hospital, 

both part of the Los Angeles County Department of Health 

Services.  He is also an Associate Program Director for the 

Obstetrics and Gynecology residency at UCLA.  He continues to 

participate in research with areas of interest including management 

of labor and prenatal care. 

  



Shehla Pervin, PhD 

Internal Medicine 

 

 

 

 

 
Dr. Shehla Pervin's main focus of research is to identify key cell 

types involved in promoting initiation of human breast tumors and 

to understand the molecular mechanisms involved during the 

process. Her research utilizes primary cells obtained from both triple 

negative and estrogen receptor positive human breast tumors to 

generate xenografts in nude mice. Her research group seeks to 

understand the role of key signaling pathways in mammary cancer 

stem cells and other stromal cells that contribute to tumor initiation 

and progression. The other interest of her laboratory is to understand 

mechanisms and cell types that are sensitive to estrogen and 

promote estrogen-induced human breast tumors. These studies are 

geared to identify novel targets that could be targeted for early 

detection and treatment of breast tumors. 
 

  



Adam Schickedanz, MD, PhD 

Pediatrician 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Adam Schickedanz is a pediatrician and health services 

researcher and assistant professor in the department of pediatrics at 

the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA. As an investigator, 

his research explores the intersections of health, policy, medical 

education, health services research, care quality, costs, & social 

change. His recent work has highlighted the long-term behavioral 

health harms of childhood adversity that can extend across 

generations from parent to child and he has focused on new ways 

to understand and address family economic instability as a threat 

to child health and social determinants of health and social needs. 

  

 



Chelsea Shover, PhD 

Epidemiologist 

 

 

 

 
Chelsea L. Shover, PhD is an epidemiologist and Assistant Professor-

in-Residence at the University of California Los Angeles School of 

Medicine in the Division of General Internal Medicine and Health 

Services Research. She completed her PhD in Epidemiology at the 

University of California Los Angeles and a postdoctoral fellowship in 

Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University. Her 

research focuses on addiction, infectious disease, and their shared 

social and structural risk factors. Her 2019 study on the changed 

association between cannabis laws and opioid overdose mortality was 

named among that year’s top 10 Proceeding of the National Academy 

of Science papers contributing to public understanding of science. 

Alongside her academic work, she has served as an epidemiologist in 

government and non-profit positions, most recently as Supervising 

Epidemiologist for the Los Angeles County Department of Public 

Health’s COVID-19 response in homeless shelters and encampments. 

Supported by a Career Development Award from the National Institute 

on Drug Abuse, her lab’s current projects include methods to use 

rapidly available overdose data to inform public health policy, as well 

as community-based implementation of harm reduction strategies. 

Using medical examiner data, her team has identified key local drug 

supply changes (i.e., fentanyl’s westward spread) and then worked 

with policymakers and community organizations to improve on-the-

ground overdose prevention.   

 



Nelson F. SooHoo, MD 

Orthopedic Surgery 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Nelson F. SooHoo is a board certified, fellowship trained 

Orthopaedic Foot & Ankle Surgeon. He is the Division Chief for the 

department of Foot & Ankle Surgery at UCLA. Dr. SooHoo 

received his medical degree from the UCSD School of Medicine 

and completed his orthopaedic surgery residency at Emory 

University. He then completed his foot & ankle fellowship at 

Harbor-UCLA. Dr. SooHoo has a special interest in medical 

education and serves as the Residency Program Director at UCLA 

Orthopaedic Surgery. His interest in clinical research has led to 

groundbreaking published work across many areas of orthopedic 

surgery and authorship in 87 clinical peer-reviewed journal articles.  

 
  

 



Hamed Yazdanshenas, MD 

Family Medicine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Hamed Yazdanshenas is the Assistant Professor in the 

Departments of Orthopedic Surgery, Surgery, and Family Medicine, 

at CDU. He is also the clinical Assistant Professor at UCLA 

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Division of Spine Disorders and 

Adjunct Assistant Professor at UCLA Department of Family 

Medicine.  Dr. Yazdanshenas has been serving as the Director of 

Research at CDU in the Departments of Orthopedic Surgery and 

Surgery and he has been served as a member of the editorial boards 

of several peer-reviewed Orthopedic Surgery and Sport Medicine 

related journals. Recognized as the “Best US Young Investigator” 

by Western Orthopaedic Association with several publications on 

innovative surgical techniques and interventions in the area of 

orthopedic surgery and as a prior scholar supported by NIH-

NIMHD at CDU with training in translational and clinical research, 

Dr. Yazdanshenas supports and mentors CDU and UCLA medical 

students and residents to define their research goals and supports 

them to construct and develop their research as well as their career 

goals in the fields of Orthopedic Surgery, Spine Disorders, Sport 

Medicine and Surgery. 

 

 



The CDU/UCLA Medical Student 

Research Thesis Program 

The CDU/UCLA Medical Education Program is committed to 

preparing excellent physicians by providing exceptional clinical 

research and practical training for individuals interested in serving 

urban, medically disadvantaged populations. Students enrolled in the 

College are required to engage in longitudinal research activity under 

the auspices of the Medical Student Research Thesis Program 

(MSRTP), which culminates in the submission of a thesis. In 

accordance with a bench-to-bedside approach to translational 

research, students have many options when choosing a health 

disparities-related, mentored research project, including basic, 

clinical, bio-behavioral/psychosocial, environmental, quality 

improvement, public policy, and/or educational research. Each year, 

the senior class presents their current research findings at the annual 

medical student research colloquium. 

 

Dear Mentors, 
As Chair of the Medical Student Research Thesis 
Program, I would like to express my sincere 
appreciation for your dedication and commitment to 
the education of Medical Student Class of 2022. 

 


